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Resolution of the Japanese Communist Party
23rd Congress

Adopted on January 17, 2004

The Japanese Communist Party 23rd Congress discussed and adopted the historic
revised JCP Program. In an effort to make the best use of the adopted draft JCP
Program in the immediate domestic and international struggle, the Resolution sets
forth the main issues concerning the analysis of the present-day international and
domestic situations and the JCP's initiatives as well as the tasks of the struggles.

Part One: Struggle to Build Peaceful Order in the World

(2) In analyzing the world situation three years ago, the Resolution of the JCP
22nd Congress held in November 2000 presented a view on the issue of two
conflicting international orders asfollows:

"Two conflicting international orders are clashing over what the world in the 21st
century should be. Oneis an order of war and oppression which accords with the
U.S. policy of tyrannical domination, and the other an order of peace under the
U.N. Charter. Humankind is faced with a choice between these two orders.”

The world has been in a state of turbulence during the last three years with events
shaking the whole world including the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the retaliatory war
against Afghanistan, and the war of aggression against Irag. These events have
shown clearly that the issue of "two conflicting international orders" is one of the
fundamental issues relating to the course of humankind in the 21st century and that
the JCP 22nd Congress Resolution had foresight in grasping the core of the world
Situation. Everyone now knows which one of the two international orders has a
future.

(2) The new military strategy which the United States under the Bush
administration has formulated and carried out is composed of several elements that
are extremely dangerousin that they fundamentally destroy the international
principles established in the U.N. Charter for peace. The elements are as follows:

- A preemptive attack strategy ostensibly to counter "terrorism™ and
"weapons of mass destruction”;

- Unilateralism that denies the role of the U.N. and asserts the U.S. right to
use force arbitrarily;

- A new form of colonialism that involves overthrow of foreign governments
by military force, territorial occupation, and imposition of aregime change;

- A strategy of unilaterally using nuclear weapons with the devel opment of
new types of usable smaller nuclear weapons; and
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- A policy of attacking countries that are potential U.S. competitors.

The crux of ideas that runs through these el ementsis that the United States must
maintain a"military that is strong and ready to meet both present and future
challenges’, and that the United States has the resolve "to shape a new century
favorable to American principles and interests' (Rebuilding America's Defenses, a
report published in September 2000 by the Project for the New American Century,
one of the think-tanks with a strong influence on the Bush administration). Clearly,
the United States is now trying to force the world to accept "aworld order in which
war and oppression are predominant”. This represents the blatant ambition of the
United States to dominate the world by imposing its hegemony.

However, this strategy to establish hegemony throughout the world isfailing.
The war of aggression against Iraq was the first real application of this strategy.
Although the United States and Britain with their overwhelming military power
destroyed the Saddam Hussein regime, the judgment of history has already been
passed on their lawless acts of violence. The United States and Britain invaded Iraq
alleging that Irag's weapons of mass destruction were the threat, but they haven't
discovered any such weapons in Irag, thus deepening the suspicion that the
allegations about Irag's WMD were atota fabrication. Theillegal occupation by the
U.S. and British forces continues to provoke popular resistance and violence, and
the state of affairsin Irag is more difficult and complicated than ever. The stark
reality in Afghanistan and Iraq is evidence that war only incubates terrorism and
violence instead of serving as the answer.

However unrivaled the U.S. military strength is, it cannot create an international
order based on military strength alone. A country may be able to be victoriousin
war, but one country alone cannot build peace. The U.S. attempt to establish its
hegemony has no future.

(3) Thefirst three years of the 21st century have seen a significant growth of
movements opposing the dangerous and lawless adverse current and calling for an
international order for peace based on the U.N. Charter, increasingly influencing
internationa politics.

- Concerning the Iraq War, anti-war calls were loud in many countries and a
worldwide anti-war movement was present on an unprecedentedly large scale
even before the war's outbreak. In no timein the past have millions of people
joined forces in such amanner to prevent awar by a superpower from
breaking out.

- About 70 percent of the world's governments expressed opposition to the
war. An anti-war current took shape even among the Group of Eight Summit
members, France, Germany, and Russia. These countries were in solidarity
with the non-aligned countries and Islamic Arab countries, and cooperated
with China. Thus, a de facto international common front against the lawless
war was formed.

- In the U.N. Security Council, intense diplomatic battles took place and the
Council more than ever discharged itsrole and function in pursuit of a
peaceful resolution of the conflict in line with the U.N. Charter. Unable to
persuade the United Nations into recognizing that the war was | egitimate, the
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United States had to go to war against Iraq after the serious diplomatic
debacle.

These devel opments represent the great historic progress humanity achieved at the
turn of the century.

Following the tragic experiences of two world wars, umanity founded the United
Nations and adopted the U.N. Charter, which set the aim of establishing an
international order of peace, including theillegalization of war. However, thiswas
not immediately trandated into a realistic power for world peace.

During the U.S. war of aggression against Vietnam in the 1960s and the 1970s,
the United Nations was powerless. Initialy, the Vietnam War was opposed only by
afew governmentsin the world. The Vietnamese people's undaunted struggle and
the popular struggle that devel oped throughout the world against the war of
aggression, which was getting bogged down in a quagmire, drove the U.S. forces
into a historic defeat. The process that led to the U.S. defeat shows what the
historical conditions and restrictions peculiar to the 20th century were like.

Itisalso afact that in the 20th century, progress was registered toward
establishing an international order for peace thanks to the international struggle
against the war of aggression against Vietnam and the hard fact of the U.S. defeat
in Vietnam, along with the worldwide collapse of the colonial system. The non-
aligned movement increased itsinfluence. The ideathat all countries, large and
small alike, are equal under the U.N. Charter came to be openly discussed in
international politics, and the ban on the use of force and the defense of the right of
nations to self-determination became atrend that grew steadily. In the 1980s, the
U.S. invasions of Grenada, Libya, and Panama encountered U.N. resolutions
condemning the aggressor country by name for violating the U.N. Charter.

The 21st century world builds on struggles carried out over the years by peoplein
defense of peace and the right of nations to self-determination. The popular struggle
in each country provides the power to establish U.N. Charter-based rules for world
peace. The enormous upsurge of the peace movement that opposed the Iraq war
continues to grow, even after the claimed end of the U.S. lawlesswar, asa
movement calling for an international order of peace in opposition to U.S.
hegemony. If this people power isfurther devel oped, the 21st century will be a
hopeful century in which any attempt at alawless war by the superpower will be
thwarted.

(4) In the 21t century, the current for peace has made "international cooperation
among governments, organizations, and individuals' areality.

The struggle against the Iraq war confirmed that the possibility isincreasing
globally that alarge movement can be built for cooperation by the world's popular
struggles and a mgority of the world's governments in the common cause of
establishing a U.N. Charter-based international order of peace.

It is aso important to note that the World Conference against A & H Bombs,
caling for the elimination of nuclear weapons, is developing with government
representatives taking part along with representatives of peace organizations and
individuals from around the world.
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During the last three years of upheaval, in which the major issue was the world's
coursein the 21st century concerning "war or peace”, the Japanese Communist
Party has taken part in grassroots peace actions throughout the country, and carried
out opposition party diplomacy by reaching out to many foreign governments. It is
noteworthy that peace-loving young people have devel oped many movementsin
Japan. Without doubt, these activities waged in solidarity with the huge global
movement for peace will produce the power to achieve a peaceful future.

The JCP will continue to do all it can in and outside of the country to establish an
international peace in accordance with the U.N. Charter and in opposition to U.S.
hegemony.

Part Two: Struggle to Break Away from 'Extraordinary
Subordination to the United States

(5) The new JCP Program defines the state of Japan as "extraordinary state
subordination to the United States’, and regards ending this subservience as a
major task facing Japan in the 21st century. The Japan-U.S. Security Treaty setup
stands out in the present-day world because of Japan's extraordinary subservience
to the United States.

The JCP 22nd Congress Resolution pointed out that the 1999 War Laws provide
the legal basis for the "Guidelines for Japan-U.S. Defense Cooperation” and that
the "New Strategic Concept” of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
"have together brought the danger of the two U.S.-led military alliances onto a new
stage.” It criticized the War Laws and the "New Strategic Concept" for (i) throwing
away the stated cause of "common defense against attacks' to transform themselves
into interventionist military alliances that mobilize its alies and (ii) openly declaring
that they would launch military attacks against other countries even without U.N.
resolutions.

However, subsequent devel opments show a stark contrast between NATO and
the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. The European Council in December 2003 adopted
adocument entitled "A Secure Europe in a Better World - The European Security
Strategy" that states: "We are committed to upholding and devel oping International
law. The fundamental framework for internationa relationsis the United Nations
Charter. The United Nations Security Council has the primary responsibility for
the maintenance of international peace and security. Strengthening the United
Nations, equipping it to fulfil its responsibilities and to act effectively, isa
European priority,” clearly revealing that its approach is different from NATO's
"New Strategic Concept”. This reflects a new development in the international
Situation after the Irag war.

By contrast, Prime Minister Koizumi and President Bush in the Japan-U.S.
summit meeting in May 2003 reaffirmed that the Japan-U.S. security setup
represents close rel ations between the two countries "not just in the context of a
bilateral relationship, but also in the global context.” Strengthened literally as"a
global aliance", the Japan-U.S. security setup unconditionally supports any
lawless war waged by the Unites States in any region of the world and accelerates
the moves toward building a mechanism for Japan to cooperate and participate in
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U.S. wars. An Asian news agency expressed concerns and criticism saying that the
Self-Defense Forces will go anywhere in response to U.S. requests. The Japan-
U.S. security setup, as an aggressive military alliance in which Japan isforced to
be subordinate to the United States, is extraordinary in the present-day world.

(6) After the Irag War, public criticism has been increasing regarding the actua
state of the Japan-U.S. military alliance. Many people are groping and exploring an
alternative course Japan should take, questioning the state of Japan that cannot
show any diplomatic independence from the United States. Those forces who
believe that the present setup is everlasting, with the military alliance binding Japan,
maintaining huge military bases, and mobilizing the nation for U.S. lawless wars,
are not qualified to talk about national independence and the country's future.

The Japan-U.S. security setup is the source of all evils arising from Japan's
subordination to the United States in the military, diplomatic, and economic affairs.
Supporting the U.S. preemptive attack strategy, it promotes arevival of militarism
in Japan, which is the source of dangerous military tension in Asiaand the rest of
the world. The JCP will work even harder to expose the harmful effects of the
Japan-U.S. security setup and take active part in discussions to show the public
that an independent, non-aligned, neutral Japan free from the military alliance can
pave the way toward a peaceful and friendly future for Asiaand the world. To this
end, it will make every effort to win amgjority of the Japanese people over to our
call for the abrogation of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty. Thisis an essentia task
we must fulfill in building amajority force with the goal of establishing a
democratic coalition government.

(7) Opposing the strengthening of the structure of the Japan-U.S. military alliance
for aggressive purposes, the JCP will develop struggles for the following tasks:

Oppose SDF dispatches to Iraq -- Opposition to the dispatch of the
Self-Defense Forces (SDF) one of the burning issues facing usin national
politics. Japan is deploying fully equipped SDF units to the battleground for
the frist time since the end of World War 1, and this has avery serious
bearing on Japan's course in the 21st century. The SDF dispatch to assist in
the lawless war of aggression and illegal occupation isin flagrant violation of
the Japanese Constitution. It is also an act that goes back on the wishes of the
world people who oppose U.S. hegemony and unilateralism and call for a
peaceful world order to be established in accordance with the U.N. Charter.
It will also force Japan into a path that would destroy Japan's friendship with
Isamic Arab countries. We will do everything possible to increase the
national struggle to halt and cancel the reckless plan to dispatch the SDF to
Irag in contravention of international law and the constitutional principles of
peace.

Oppose the scheme to build a nation that dispatch troops abroad
-- The enactment of the Anti-terrorism Special Measures Law, the
Contingency Wartime Legidation, and the Law to dispatch the SDF to Iraq,
shows that the moves to build a SDF-dispatching nation have entered a new
stage. Preparations for permanent legislation are under way to enable Japan
at anytime to send the Self-Defense Forces abroad. These are attemptsto
enable Japan to exercise the right of collective salf-defense by joining with the
U.S. forcesin using military force abroad in violation of the Constitution.
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The 2003 "Defense of Japan" white paper stated, "International missions are
now one of the major areas of SDF activities." This shows that the Japanese
Self-Defense Forces are throwing away their traditional "exclusively
defensive defense” policy in terms of its role, function, and equipment to
become armed forces that perform their roles mainly abroad. At this juncture,
the task now isto continue to strengthen the struggle to prevent the
unconstitutional SDF dispatch law from being invoked or expanded.

Struggle to break away from being a nation structured on
U.S. military bases -- Under the new global strategy of the Bush
administration, U.S. bases in Japan, which served as stepping stones for
attacking Afghanistan and Irag, are being further strengthened as key bases
for projecting forces to fight wars throughout the world. The JCP opposes
plans to reorganize the U.S. expeditionary forces that include: a new state-of -
the-art base to be constructed in Nago City in Okinawa Prefecture, a nuclear
aircraft carrier to be deployed to the U.S. Y okosuka Naval Base in Kanagawa
Prefecture, an amphibious assault ship to be deployed to U.S. Sasebo Naval
Base in Nagasaki Prefecture, and the U.S. plan to reinforce strike forces. As
crimes are frequently committed by U.S. military personnel creating danger
for local residents, the national demand is that the Japan-U.S. Status of
Forces Agreement be revised to end extraterritorial rightsfor U.S. forcesin
Japan. Japan's expenditure for supporting the stationing of the U.S. forcesis
1.6 timesthe total amount paid by the other 24 U.S. allies combined for
similar purposes. The JCP demands an immediate abolition of the so-called
"sympathy budget” for funding the stationing of the U.S. forcesin Japan.
The "sympathy budget” (272.5 billion yen, FY 2003) has been increased to
1.3 times the funding for small- and medium-sized businesses.

Block Japan's participation in missile defense strategy -- The
U.S. Bush administration's missile defense project is aimed at neutralizing
enemy missiles and securing U.S. nuclear supremacy. It is a dangerous plan
to establish U.S. dominion of spacein that it would enable the United States
to preemptively attack other countries without having to worry about
retaliation. The Japanese government has decided to participate in the
development and deployment of the missile defense system. Participation in
the project is not only costly but amounts to exercising of the right of
collective self-defense in violation of the Constitution and will also
incorporate Japan into the U.S. global nuclear strategy. Chinaand Russia
have expressed strong concerns about and criticism of the missile defense
project, indicating that Japan's participation in the project could increase
tension between Japan and Asia-Pacific countries. The JCP opposes the U.S.
missile defense plan and strongly demands that the government cancdl its
participation init.

The struggle to end Japan's extraordinary subordination to the U.S. has
international significance in that it will contribute to establishing an international
order of peacein line with the U.N. Charter. We will join hands with many peace-
loving peoplein the effort to make Japan a stronghold for world peace instead of
one for U.S. lawless wars.
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Part Three: Peace and Stability in East Asia -- For Resolving North
Korea Question

(8) The JCP 22nd Congress Resol ution took notice of "two decisive moves for
peace” in East Asia, onein the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN)
and the other on the Korean Peninsula

In the last three years, the ASEAN has increased cooperation with many countries
in Eurasia, including China, India, Russia, and European Union (EU) countries, in
defending the international peace based on the U.N. Charter. It now playsan
increasingly influential and important role as a powerful international sourcein the
movement for peace and social progress.

Building on the development of the ASEAN, an effort is under way towards
establishing acommunity covering the whole of East Asia, including Japan, China,
and Korea, the biggest aim being to establish regiona peace based on mutual
respect for each other'sidentities and diversity, and help develop regiona economic
and cultural cooperation. It isimportant that the concept is designed to create an
East Asian community based on the principle that it would (i) maintain friendship
with the United States but without allowing its domination; (ii) not allow any
country to establish hegemony; and (iii) call for Asian affairsto be dealt with by
Asians.

Japan in the 21st century must join in this effort as an Asian country for peace
and friendship and play an active role in developing economic relations that will
enable every country to prosper together based on equality and reciprocity.

(9) With North Korea's nuclear weapons program becoming a major issue since
October 2002, the situation on the Korean Peninsulais complicated and dangerous.

The resolution of the North Korea question is an essential task for peace and
stability in East Asia.

This question is a powderkeg that could trigger awar in the region. If North
K orea goes on devel oping nuclear weapons and continues with "brinkmanship"
playing the "nuclear card", it will only give the United States a pretext for making a
lawless preemptive attack. No one can deny that military confrontation may escalate
into war and affect neighboring countries.

Should awar break out on the Korean Peninsula, it will cause hundreds of
thousands of casualties. Thisiswhat the United States, a party concerned, has
estimated. War must be prevented by all means from breaking out.

Theinternational community must give top priority to making a concerted effort
to eliminate all causes of war and avoid military clashes asitstop priority task. The
question of North Koreamust be resolved by diplomatic and peaceful means, and it
isimportant to thwart al movesleading to war.

In late August 2003, an important step forward was made at the six-party talks.
Although major differences remained unsolved, the United States, North Koresa,
China, Japan, South Korea, and Russia shared the common view that they will do
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their utmost to peacefully resolve the Korean nuclear issue through dialogue and
maintain peace and stability on the Korean Peninsulain order to pave the way for a
lasting peace on the peninsula. The JCP strongly hopes that this diplomatic process
will continue and make progress toward the solution of the problem.

(10) Knowing that prospects of diplomatic negotiations are unpredictable, the
JCP believesit important for the international community to work towards solving
problems by standing firmly for the following principles:

() In solving the issue of nuclear weapons, it isimportant to develop diplomacy
to convince North Koreawith reason that its nuclear armament policy is most
dangerous and that nothing is more important than abandoning its nuclear
development and establishing stable diplomatic relations with the international
community for the sake of its own national security.

The JCP has criticized the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) for providing
aregime that allows afew nuclear weapons-possessing countries to maintain their
monopoly over nuclear weapons. We have done so in line with the demand that
nuclear weapons be swiftly abolished throughout the world, and our criticism does
not mean allowing more countries to have such weapons. On the contrary,
whatever the reason, it is unacceptable for a country that declared that it would not
have nuclear weapons as a party to the NPT to unilaterally announce its withdrawal
from the treaty and embark on the road of nuclear weapons development. In
addition, given the agreement North Korea has concluded with South Kores, the
United States, and Japan to the effect that it will not seek to have nuclear weapons,
its unilateral revocation is unacceptable.

The logic behind North Korea's quest for nuclear weapons development isthat its
nationa security can be secured only by maintaining "atremendous military
deterrent force”. However, North Koreaisisolating itself from the international
community because of its pursuit of nuclear arms buildup based on the "deterrence”
policy, thus exposing itself to great danger. If North Korea abandons this policy
and accepts fair international inspections, it will prevent any country from inventing
apretext for attacking it.

(i) North Korea's stable diplomatic relations with the international community
can only be established when North Korea atones for its many lawless activities.

Although North Koreais a United Nations member and has diplomatic relations
with many countries, these relations are far from being stable. The biggest obstacle
to North Kored's stable externa relationsisitsfailure to atone for lawless acts it
has done throughout the world, including the terror bomb explosion in Rangoon,
Burma (now Myanmar), the shooting at a Japanese fishing boat, the KAL (Korean
Air Lines) explosion, the trafficking inillicit drugs, and the abduction of Japanese
nationals.

A successful solution to the abduction issue will be important not only for the
abductees and their families, but for the settlement of all the lawless activities North
Korea carried out throughout the world. The point isthat North Korea has admitted
some of the facts of kidnapping Japanese nationals and offered aformal apology,
however imperfect. The need now isfor North Koreato go farther than thisfirst
step toward settling al itslawless acts. This approach will make it possible to seek
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a solution to the abduction issue not just as a bilateral Japan-North Koreaissue but
asan international task to be tackled by the international community.

Theinternational community should remind North Korea with reason that it can
establish stable diplomatic relations with its neighboring countries and the rest of
the world and join the international community in the true sense of the words only
when it atones for itsinternational lawless acts and that that is the main assurance of
peace and security.

(i) Itisimportant for al the parties concerned to seek to stop the vicious circle of
military responses.

The U.S. Bush administration is militarily intimidating North Korea as part of its
so-called "axis of evil" stating it may be atarget of its preemptive attack strategy.
No country has the right to make preemptive attacks on any country whatsoever.
North Korea, by playing its nuclear card, only increases the threat to peace. This
cycle of military confrontation gives rise to a more dangerous Situation.

Both the United States and North Korea should restrain themselves from taking
any action that would heighten the cycle of military confrontation. All the countries
concerned, including Japan, are called upon to work to prevent the United States
and North Korea from pursuing military confrontational approaches instead of
promoting them.

In this respect, it isimportant to note that the announcement made after the six-
party talksin August 2003 pointed out that "all the parties should refrain from
stating or acting in amanner that gives rise to turmoil in the course of peace talks,"
and that "all the parties concerned called for the Korean Peninsulato be made
nuclear-free and recognized the need to explore a solution by taking into account
North Korea's security and other concerns.” It is necessary for al the parties
concerned, including North Korea, to stand for and comply with the principles of
national sovereignty and non-violation of each other'sterritory.

(11) Firmly standing for sovereign independence, the JCP has played the leading
role in severely criticizing Korea's activities that have nothing in common with
sociaism, including its attempt in the late 1960s to invade the South; the imposition
of the personality cult of Kim Il Sung in the 1970s; and a number of international
lawless acts in the 1980s.

As North Korea has become an issue crucial to peace and stability in East Asiain
the last several years, the JCP has been active in making specific proposals for
solving problems with reason, including opening a negotiating channel between the
government of Japan and North Korea and seeking to comprehensively solve the
issues of nuclear weapons, the abduction of Japanese nationals, and Japan's
colonization of Korea.

A reasonable solution to the North Korea problem could pave the way for peace,
prosperity, and friendship in East Asia. For the Japanese people, it could mean
making progress toward a peaceful environment, in which forces for the revival of
militarism would lose their cause. At home and internationally, the JCP will
continue to strive for reason to prevail in the effort to solve the issue of North
Korea.

JCP 23rd Congress Resolution  -10-



Part Four: JCP' Opposition Party Diplomacy

(12) The JCP's opposition party diplomacy has made remarkable progress for
these several years since the JCP 21st Congressin 1997 adopted a policy that
places emphasis on relations with other Asian countries. The normalization of JCP
relations with the Communist Party of Chinaand their summit meeting in 1998 laid
the groundwork for the implementation of this policy. In developing the opposition
party diplomacy, the 4th Central Committee Plenum in Junel999, adopted
landmark guidelines. The guidelines enable the JCP to be active in developing
relations with other political parties, ruling or opposition, beyond the past
framework of relations between communist parties, and with any foreign
governments, based on mutual interest in opening political exchangesin the cause
of world peace and social progress.

JCP activities under these guidelines began with atour of Southeast Asian
countries (Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, and Hong Kong), followed by a tour of
Middle Eastern countries (Jordan, Irag, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the United
Arab Emirates), South Asian countries (India, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan), and
Tunisiain Northern Africa. These visits greatly increased the JCP's relations with
foreign governments and governing parties. JCP representatives participated in the
International Conference of Asian Political Partiesin Thailand, the Non-aligned
Summit in Malaysia, and the First East Asian Conference (also in Malaysia), and
the OIC summit, either as delegates or as guests.

At the time when war on Irag was imminent, JCP representatives visited China,
the Middle East, and South Asia, and confirmed its agreement with those
governments on the need to make efforts to achieve a peaceful solution to the crisis.
The JCP a so conveyed to embassiesin Japan its views on the Irag question at each
turning point. The JCP's opposition party diplomacy has thus paved the way for its
increased effort to directly influence international politics. Through these firsthand
interchanges, the JCP has been able to more comprehensively understand the
present-day world.

Furthermore, these activities have provided us with an opportunity to take afresh
look at problems in Japan's politics and foreign policy. Every country the JCP
visited is engaging in building its country on its own, despite the difficulties and
contradictions they face, to achieve their independent goals for the 21st century. By
contrast, Japan, bound by diplomacy subservient to the United States, remains
without goals or prospectsin its own self-reliance.

(13) The opposition party diplomacy of the JCP is accepted in every corner of the
world because the JCP works in the 21st century standing for a"universal axiom"
being shared by a magjority of the world's countries. In its opposition party
diplomacy, the following theories and political views the JCP established have been
very effective:

- Defend the world order of peace based on the U.N. Charter -- In
an effort to win abroader international agreement in opposition to the Irag
war, the JCP has emphasized the importance of exploring cooperation in
opposition to acts that destroy the world peace based on the U.N. Charter.
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Keeping this approach in mind, the JCP's opposition party diplomacy proved
that many governments throughout the world could share common views
with us.

- Strive for an equitable and democratic international economic
order -- The JCP 22nd Congress Resolution rejected a smple "anti-
globalization" sogan and adopted a policy of demanding afair and
democratic globalization which guarantees every country economic
sovereignty in opposition to profit-first globalization centering around U.S.-
led multinational corporations and international finance capital. This policy
has proven to be effective in dialogues the JCP has had with governments of
developing countries because it specifically concerns problems facing them.

- Promote coexistence and dialogue between cultures with
different values -- The JCP's opposition party diplomacy has paved the
way for exchanges with many of the governments in the Islamic world. Our
position of seeking coexistence and dialogue between cultures with different
values has played akey rolein bringing usto heart-to-heart discussions with
them. Given the prevailing tendency to consider a particular value as an
absolute and impose it on the whole world, it is significant to hold fast to the
position of respecting Islam's history of social development and its pursuit of
democracy and social progress and of promoting dialogue and coexistence
with the Islamic world.

(14) Through its opposition party diplomacy, the JCP has found that the "anti-
communist walls' between the JCP and any country have been brought down
everywhere. For example, the JCP has expanded exchanges with many Islamic
countries in which communist parties are banned or do not exist. JCP delegations
have visited these countries and succeeded in establishing close relations with them.

How isit possible for the JCP to build reliable and interactive relations with these
and many other countries? There may be various factors. Discussions the JCP has
had with many countries convince usthat the JCP's history, in particular its
consistent opposition to the war of aggression by Japanese militarism and defense
of sovereign independence against great-power chauvinism by any country, isthe
source of trust in the JCP. We are very proud that the JCP's political line and
history are becoming more effective in the present-day world.

In our discussions with different people around the world, many showed their
surprise when they learned that the JCP has a membership of more than 400,000
working in 25,000 branches, an Akahata readership of nearly 2 million, 40 seatsin
the Houses of Representatives and Councilors and about 4,200 JCP membersin
local assemblies throughout Japan, and that the JCP is closely connected with the
public in its grassroots activities. Indeed, the JCP's diplomacy is supported by this
grassroots strength of the JCP.

The JCP's diplomatic activitieswill increase in the future. In this area, the JCP
will further develop party activitiesto achieve greater resullts.
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Part Five: Devote Struggles to Get Rules Established to Defend
Living Conditions

(15) With the failing economic policies by LDP politics reaching an impasse, the
Japanese peopl€ s living conditions are in a state of crisiswhich is deeper than any
in the past. Look at the 30 months of the Koizumi Cabinet. It has used the
"structural reform” policy as a pretext for forcing the people to pay more and
encouraged corporations to do more to restructure themselves. During this period,
many small- and medium-sized companies have been forced to go bust, and the
living conditions of all walks of life have been further devastated. A Cabinet Office
survey on peopl€' s lives showsthat an al time high of 67 percent of the
respondents said they are distressed or anxious about their daily lives.

The question now is how the JCP should act to put an end to these problems. The
3rd Plenum of the JCP Central Committee (22nd Congress) in October 2001
stressed the importance of the JCP s activist role in organizing struggles aswell as
the need to propose policiesin the arena of national politics. The plenum decision
stated: "The government and large corporations are not hesitant in carrying out
anything without regard for the costs the people may have to pay. Thisis exactly
what we must do away with for the sake of future Japanese society; it is also one of
the major issues facing our society in the 21st century.” With this, the 3rd CC
Plenum called for amagjor struggle to effect afundamental changein Japanese
society incorporating along perspective.

Following this decision, the JCP began to increase its efforts to strengthen its
cooperation with popular movementsin variousfields.

- Opposition to lawless corporate restructuring has devel oped in many places
of work throughout the country. Under the slogan, "Rules for the
workplace”, the struggle is increasing against unjust dismissals and transfers
to subsidiary companies. The struggle to eliminate forced overtime work has
been successful in forcing the government to take concrete actions against
such labor practices. As aresult, more than 25 billion yen has been
reimbursed during the last two and half yearsin back pay for unpaid overtime
work, marking a significant step forward. A struggle has also devel oped
among young people, who recently started a signature campaign called "jobs
for the youth™.

- Arbitrary plant closings by large corporations and the busting up of credit
unions and credit associations have been resisted by the JCP, trade unions,
democratic organizations, and local governmentsin ajoint struggle for the
defense of regiona economies and finances. These struggles have forced
some companies to withdraw their plant closing plans and promise job
security.

- Ontheissue of social services, the Medical Association, the Dental
Association, the Pharmacists Association, and the Nurses A ssociation took
part in the broadest ever national movement against the outrageous
government move to increase insured patients' share of medical coststo 30
percent from the 20 percent. The joint campaign has collected more than 30
million signatures and is continuing to call for patients' share of burden to be
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reduced.

Thisisonly asmall first step. At the same time, however, it indicates that the
Japanese people have accumul ated enormous energy to rise in a broad-based
struggle. It also shows that if we use this energy to develop the struggle, we will be
able to produce results that will help defend living conditions against the
government’ s policies of destroying peopl€e’ s livelihoods.

(16) Increasingly varied demands are being expressed for riding out the crisis of
life by workers, working citizens, farmers, fishers, small- and medium-sized
business operators, intellectuals, cultural professionals, women, youth, students,
and elderly people. Demands related to livelihood have features common to all
regions, urban or rura. It is necessary to develop a great struggle in many ways.

To help devel op the immediate struggle against LDP government policies which
destroy peoplé€’ s living conditions, the JCP calls for national efforts on the
following three points:

Struggle to stop lawless corporate restructuring to win the creation
of stable jobs— The employment situation is more critical than ever dueto large
corporations vying for cost-cutting restructuring encouraged by the government. In
addition to the rise in the unemployment rate to a postwar high, persona incomeis
falling. Large corporations are competing with each other for replacing full-time
jobs with unstable contingent jobs, including part-time, temporary, and contract
jobs. Workers are forced to work extraordinarily long hours, and thisis a cause of
karoshi (death from overwork), and the illegal practice of forcing workers to work
overtime without pay is prevalent. Y oung peopl€’ sdifficultiesin finding jobsisa
particularly serious social problem. It callsfor a struggle to be developed to oppose
lawless corporate restructuring, eliminate forced overtime work without pay, put an
end to long work hours, and enable workers to use their paid holidays fully,
increase stable jobs, and establish just rules for employment and labor practices.
We demand that the government increase financial assistance to small- and medium-
sized businesses which employ 70 percent of the nation’s wage workers.

Struggle to stop adverse revisions of social services and

establish a true social security system — The budget cuts which have
been carried out almost every year for social services attack the peoplein the
form of increases in burdens and decrease in benefits. The socia security
system isintended to secure peopl€’ s livelihoods, but it is now amajor
source of uncertainty that people have about their present and future situation.
Wewill fight to block the major adverse revision of the pension system
planned for the next fiscal year (starting April 1st 2004), stop the endless
Increase in medical costs, and demand that peopl€e' s burdens be reduced and
that problems of the nursing care insurance system be solved. The JCP will
concentrate on efforts to devel op the struggle by setting out apolicy that will
secure stable resources for social services through changing the way tax
money is used as an immediate task and reforming ways and means based on
economic democracy that will have large corporations and the wealthy
shoulder appropriate burdens.

National struggle to block a major consumption tax rate increase
plan — The government is acting in unison with business circles in beginning
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to call for the regressive consumption tax rate to be increased to more than 10
percent. The Japan Business Federation proposesincreasing it to 16 percent
IN FY 2014 and the Japanese Association of Corporate Executives saysthe
rate should be 19 percent by FY 2020. The government Tax Commissionin
its mid-term report advised the consumption tax rate to be increased to more
than 10 percent from the present five percent. In the 2003 House of
Representatives genera election, the LDP and the DPJ publicized their calls
for an increase in the consumption tax rate in their platform. Late in 2003,
the LDP and Komei agreed on afar-reaching tax reform by 2007, including
an increase in the consumption tax rate. Thisis how reckless movesare
beginning toward a major increase in the consumption tax rate. A 10-percent
consumption tax rate will mean taking an additional 25-trillion yen from the
public. If therate is 16 percent, an additiona 40 trillion yen will be taken
away. The danger isthat if the people don’'t voice their objection, the tax rate
increase will be accepted as afait accompli.

The consumption tax is the worst form of taxation with its regressive
character burdening low-income people most. A further tax rate increase will
increase the regressive character and further widen the gap between rich and
poor. It will also ruin working people’ s lives and Japanese society alike.

The consumption tax has a particularly destructive effect on small- and
medium-sized businesses who are obliged to pay the tax on their own
becauseit is difficult for them to include the consumption tax in sales prices.
Itsincrease will force traders, who are already hit hard by the prolonged
€conomic recession, to go bust or face more hardships.

Another point to make isthat the consumption tax is an obstacle to economic
recovery. Thisis evident in what happened following the additional 9 trillion
yen burden imposed on the people in 1997, which included a consumption
tax increase. At the time, the Japanese economy, which had just begun to
return to arecovery track, though feebly, again touched bottom. How absurd
it isto propose atax increase plan at atime when the people and the economy
are worn down by the prolonged economic recession.

The advocates of the consumption tax increase say the measure is necessary
to "secure funds for socia services." Thisis an untenable argument. Tax
revenue since the consumption tax was introduced has reached 136 trillion
yen. During the same period, revenue from three corporate taxes fell by 131
trillion yen. This shows the consequence of repeated corporate tax cutsin
tandem with the introduction of the consumption tax and other tax increases.
This means that the consumption tax has been swallowed by funds for
corporate tax cuts for large corporations. In fact, the business circles are
calling for abig increase in the consumption tax rate in combination with
further corporate tax cuts as well as cuts in the corporate share of burden for
socia insurance premiums. Clearly, the consumption tax rate increase is not
aimed at securing funds for socia services; it isintended to further reduce
large corporations tax and social insurance burdens.

The JCP has been demanding that the notorious consumption tax be
abolished. At atime when the substantial increase in the consumption tax
rate, which will destroy peopl€e's living conditions and the nation's economy,
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is about to be railroaded through, our immediate task is increase common
actions by awide-range of people on the single issue agreed upon: opposition
to a consumption tax rate increase. The JCP calls on all people to participate
in this movement.

(17) Japan's food and agriculture are in a state of crisis with the food self-
sufficiency rate continuing to decline. Many family farmers are facing the danger of
having to abandon farming. Destruction of the nation's agriculture is threatening the
integrity of the nation's land and endangering the environment and local economies.
More and more people are concerned about food safety being threatened by residual
pesticides contained in imported products and the outbreaks of BSE. The urgent
task isfor the government to place importance on agriculture as the nation's key
industry, reconstruct it, and raise self-sufficiency in food according to concrete
plans.

In Japan, only 27 percent of the expenditure for agricultureis allotted to
supporting producer prices and incomes, which is very inadequate when compared
with European countries in which the percentage ranges from 50 percent to 70
percent. Thisis based on abusiness circles strategy that would lead to the
destruction of Japan's agriculture. They have repeatedly called for price support
for agricultural products to be abolished and continued to put pressure on family
farmersto surrender their farmland to large corporate agribusinesses. Abandoning
its responsibility for maintaining stable prices and a demand-supply balance on the
premise that Japan will depend totally on imported food and farm products, the
Koizumi government has drawn up a plan for rice policy reform that will recognize
large-scale farmers (with more than four hectares of land in 46 prefectures and
more than 10 hectares of land in Hokkaido). The government istrying to impose
thisaready failed policy in order to eliminate small-scale family farmers that
account for an overwhelming majority of farm producers. Thisisa policy that will
only accelerate the collapse of Japanese agriculture. We will firmly oppose the
government and the business sector's policy of destroying Japanese agriculture and
fight for drastic improvement of the government's price and income support policy
that will sustain family farmers.

At the World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference held in
Cancun, Mexico, in September 2003, NGOs and many devel oping countries
expressed opposition to the call of large exporters, including the Unites States, for
further expansion of agricultural trade that benefits multinational companies most.
Thisis how contradictions are sharpening on thisissue. At atime when aworld
food shortage is a matter of deep concern, one important task of international
solidarity isto work to review the across-the-board trade liberalization that targets
all agricultural products, exclude the staples in maintaining self-sufficiency in food
like rice in Japan from trade liberalization, and establish the principle of "food
sovereignty” for every country. Taking total dependence on foreign farm products
for granted, the Koizumi Cabinet has disclaimed state responsibilities for
maintaining stable food prices and supply-demand relations. In the "Outline of
Reform of Rice Policy," it imposes the aready failed policy of only regarding
large-scale farmers (more than ten hectares in Hokkaido and more than four in the
rest of Japan) and corporate businesses as farmers, forcing an overwhelming
majority of family farmersto give up farming. If nothing is done to check this,
Japan's agriculture will collapse.
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Now is the time to fundamentally change the present food, agriculture, forestry,
and fishery policy to one of curbing expansion of food imports. It is also necessary
to further develop the struggle to establish an agricultural policy that will
fundamentally secure agricultural prices and farmers incomes, support family
farmers, and protect food safety. We will do our best to develop it as a national
movement for the survival of all Japanese people whether they livein rural areas or
in cities.

(18) Japan is referred to as a country under "capitalism without rules'. This state
of affairsisaproduct of LDP politics and Japanese monopoly capitalism's
reactionary domination. At the same time, we need to recognize that it is connected
with the fact that social struggles are often too weak to repel unjust attacks on
workers and the people in general.

In western European countries, conservative governments over the 1980s and the
1990s preached propaganda about deregulation being a panacea in order to destroy
the work rules established thanks to workers' struggles. This adverse current was
opposed by workers waging powerful strugglesin France, Germany, and Britain,
including general strikes by severa million workers. This struggle not only
achieved wage increases and improvements in working conditions in individual
companies but protected and even improved work rules, including regulation of
dismissals. The EU has established the concept of corporate social responsibility
(CSR). Laws have been enacted to require firmsto fulfill their responsibilitiesin
many areas, including employment and the environment. Measures have been taken
to encourage companies to voluntarily abide by the rules through disclosure of
information. Thus, in Europe, the rules for defending people's lives and work
conditions have been established through struggles to socially repel lawless attacks.
It should be noted that these rules to some degree serve to stabilize and strengthen
European economies.

The Japanese people have similar experiences in achieving historic rules to defend
their living conditions. In the 1960s and 1970s, the people's struggle led to the
establishment of important rules that are effective today. In the 1970s, massive
arbitrary worker dismissals taking advantage of the oil crisis were strongly opposed
by workers throughout Japan. In the late 1970s, judicial precedents called the
"Four Requirements for Dismissals for Downsizing" were established as basic
rights of workers based on court rulings. The citizens anti-pollution movement,
which had been developing since the late 1960s, made significant progress through
four magjor pollution lawsuits, resulting in the convening of a special Diet sessionin
1970 devoted to the issue of pollution. As aresult, the Environmental Pollution
Control Basic Law, which had failed to bind corporations, was revised. This
marked an important step in strengthening rules for environmental protection.
Workers also carried out along struggle against workplace discrimination against
workers based on ideology, and all the lawsuits filed against such discrimination
involving Tokyo Electric Power Co., Chubu Electric Power Co., and Kansai
Electric Power Co. were victorious for workers, contributing to the establishment
of rulesto prohibit such discrimination. The struggle against wage discrimination
against women &l so made important progress.

However, following the 1980 "Socialist Party-Komel Party Agreement” and in
the midst of the second major reactionary offensive since the end of World War 11,
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the Japanese labor movement conspicuously began to take a rightward course.

L abor-capital collaborationism prevailed to suppress workers demands and rights.
We need to look at the hard fact that the power of labor to develop socia struggles
to defend the lives and rights of working people has since been weakened
dramatically.

We are striving to realize the immediate keen demands of the people and achieve a
united front for establishing a democratic coalition government. This requires us to
increase efforts to overcome this weakness and establish a society capable of
striking back at lawless attacks. We must develop a huge struggle to "establish
rulesin defense of living conditions".

(19) Inthiseffort, it is very important for the JCP to play the pioneering rolein
organizing the struggle. The mgjor task is for the JCP to make the cause of the
struggle known to the public, achieve gains however small, make efforts to
strengthen the mass movements and their organizations, and build cooperation
among people of abroad political spectrum. JCP branches at places of work,
communities, and schools as well as among the youth, and JCP groups need to
play their roles as reliable partnersin the peopl€e's struggle.

Particularly, the JCP has an important duty to help make clear the great cause of
the struggle and exert its energies to the development of JCP policies and theories.
For example, the struggle against lawless corporate restructuring is not only
important for the defense of workers lives and rights. The corporate competition
for larger profits through restructuring is holding down personal incomes, causing
acontraction of the economy independent of individual companies intention. This
is acause of the prolonged economic slowdown in Japan. Corporations are trying
to cut costs by offering more unstable jobs, but ironically, this strategy is
contributing to afall in corporate productivity. The ongoing destruction of the
employment system is weakening the very foundation of the social security system
and gutting medical services and the pension system. Under these circumstances,
the struggle in opposition to lawless corporate restructuring is an important nationa
task that accords with the great cause of achieving a sustainable economic and
social development in Japan.

At atime when people are increasingly threatened and the attacks are directed at
depriving the public of the energy to fight back, the JCP has an important role to
play in explaining the national significance of each struggle to the public. In
fulfilling this task, the newspaper Akahata's existence and roleis very important in
relation to the present state of Japanese mass media.

(20) The JCP will make every effort to devel op a demacratic people's movement
aiming for forming amajority in every sector. Above all, the trade union movement
is called upon to overcome labor-capital collaboration.

With large corporations aggressively seeking both "corporate restructuring and
wage cuts', the so-called theory of the pie, the traditional theory of postwar labor-
capital collabortionism, has failed. The theory was that workers' better livelihoods
depend on their cooperation in the effort to enhance corporate productivity. The
emerging situation callsfor the trade union movement to reexamine itself in the light
of itsoriginal cause. Under this strategy, large corporations are trying to force the
unions to abandon their fundamental task to "defend livelihoods and rights, and
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improve working conditions.” They also plan to transform the unions into
organizations that would merely help corporations gain larger profits and increase
productivity. This scheme, tantamount to driving unions into committing suicide, is
Intensifying contradictions with alarge number of workers. Against these trends,
efforts are beginning to be made to restore the trade union movement's essential
role. Objective conditions exist for restoring a strong union movement.

Under these circumstances, the National Confederation of Trade Unions
(Zenroren), asthe national center representing the working-classinterests, is
expected to play an active role in achieving peopl€'s as well as workers demands.
It is very important, through union struggles, to expand labor unions among
unorganized workers and workers with unstable jobs and to seek cooperation in
struggles based on agreements beyond differences of national affiliation.

JCP branches in the workplace have arole to play as strongholds of the struggle
to defend workers' benefits and organize struggles, irrespective of unions stances
in corporations and unions' establishment, organized or unorganized. Their
positions, which have resisted corporate offensives for more than 20 years, are
great treasures. The JCP will use all its energy through its activitiesto maintain firm
ties with workers, strengthen their positions, and implement a systematic handing
over of progressive movements to future generations.

The JCP will try to make progress in the united front movement by linking it to
peopl€e's struggles in every sector. The united front movement is basically aimed at
expanding cooperation with awide range of non-party people. The JCP will doits
utmost to develop the National Forum for Unity for Peace and Progressive Change
from local communities and places of work.

Part Six: For Broader National Common Action against Adverse
Revision of the Constitution

(21) The attempt to adversely revise the Constitution, focusing on Article 9, is
entering acritical stage. Now that the traditional government interpretational
amendment of the Constitution is no longer tenable, the real danger isatextua
revision to the Constitution. We must raise an alarm against the following
da